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To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster; 


January  8,  19 60 
Letter  No.  906 


Our  agricultural  marketing  people  tell  us  one  big  trouble,  of  ours  and 
theirs,  is  that  U.S.  folks  are  just  not  foreign  trade  conscious.    Enclosed  is  a 
sheet  of  facts  about  the  exports  which  represent  the  output  of  one  acre  in  eight 
of  our  cropland.    Maybe  this  will  stimulate  sone  of  the  type  of  thinking  that  made 
U.S.  clipper  ship  days  so  famous. 

WHEAT  USE  MISSION  TO  FAR  EAST 

This  winter  the  Five-Nation  Wheat  Use  Connittee  is  sending  a 
technical  mission  to  India,  Indonesia,  and  Japan  to  study  food  needs 
and  related  problems  in  those  countries.    Besides  collecting  informa- 
tion on  food  supplies  and  use,  these  specialists  will  try  to  find 
whether  existing  storage,  transportation,  processing,  and  distribu- 
tion facilities  can  handle  increased  food  supplies. 

They  plan  to  look  into  the  possibilities  of  using  wheat  as  a 
'tool1  to  promote  development.    They  will  check  prospects  for 
increasing  commercial  sales  of  wheat  through  trade  promotion  and 
market  development  projects.    Members  of  this  international  group 
Will  assemble  here  in  Washington  later  this  month  for  advance 
preparation  for  their  scouting  mission. 

UNEXPECTED  DEVELOPMENT  IN  POTATO  BREEDING 

USDA's  "Agricultural  Research"  this  week  reported  new  sources  of  immunity  to 
Virus  X  in  potatoes.    Breeders  usually  don't  expect  to  find  resistance  in  breeding 
selections  unless  at  least  one  of  the  parent  plants  is  known  to  be  resistant.  But 
now  a  cross  between  potatoes  susceptible  to  virus-X  disease  has  produced  some 
plants  immune  to  the  virus.     Scientists  of  the  Iowa  State  Exp.  Station  and  USDA 
discovered  the  immune  plants.    All  available  ancestors  of  the  parent  plants  were 
found  susceptible,  but  some  of  the  irmune  progeny  went  through  five  inoculations 
with  virus-X  without  becoming  infected. 

The  specialists  say  this  unexpected  development  seems  to  mean  they  should 
screen  breeding  selections  for  all  diseases  the  species  is  subject  to,  whether  or 
not  the  parent  plants  show  resistance  to  the  diseases. 

SEED  SAVED  BY  COMBINING  ON  PLASTIC 

Oregon  and  USDA  engineers  are  improving  machines  and  methods  for 
the  multi-million  dollar  small- seed  industry.    For  example,  they 
reduced  shatter  losses  of  birdsfoot  trefoil  by  combining  in  windrows 
on  wide  sheets  of  plastic.    They  have  also  developed  a  moisture  meter 
for  use  by  farmers  to  find  when  grass  crops  are  ready  for  harvest. 
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DAIRY  PRICE  SUPPORT  BUYING  DOWN 

Because  of  the  better  dairy  supply  and  demand  situation  this  past  year,  which 
strengthened  markets,  USDA  managed  to  carry  out  its  mandatory  dairy-price  supports 
with  less  buying  than  in  previous  years.  Price-support  buying  was  down  23  percent 
in  the  first  11  months  of  '59  compared  to  the  like  period  of  '58. 

Disposals  of  dairy  products  were  also  down,  but  high  enough  to  reduce  USDA's 
uncommitted  dairy  stocks  to  their  lowest  level  in  eight  years. 

ACID  SOIL  PROBLEM  SERIOUS  IN  EAST 

More  than  50  field  experiments  by  ARS  in  cooperation  with  State 
stations,  on  23  types  of  farming  soil,  are  showing  how  soil  acidity 
decreases  crop  yields,    The  USDA  scientists  say  soil  acidity  has 
become  one  of  the  most  serious  soil  management  problems  in  the  South- 
east and  East,  and  an  important  problem  in  the  Corn  Belt,  in  the 
last  ten  years. 

They  blame  its  increasing  importance  to  a  considerable  extent 
on  the  trend  toward  more  use  of  nitrogen  fertilizers  coupled  with 
less  use  of  liming  materials.    Many  studies  in  the  past  have  shown 
that  liming  acid  soils  improves  the  efficiency  of  fertilizer  use 
sometimes  as  much  as  four- fold. 

However,  this  is  a  very  complex  problem.    Their  present  research 
is  aimed  at  finding  out  what  specific  soil  characteristics  are 
responsible  for  poor  crop  yields  in  acid  soils.    They  think  poisoning 
by  concentrations  of  manganese  and  aluminum  may  prove  the  most  common 
cause. 

EASTERN  DRAIN  TESTS  ADAPTED  TO  WEST 

A  year  ago,  ARS  reported  vinyl  plastic  lined  moles  had  efficiently  drained 
wet  soils  two  years  without  cave-ins,  filling,  or  blockage.    The  tests  were  made 
with  Cornell  U.  Ag.  Exp.  Station  in  N.Y.    The  promising  Eastern  tests  prompted 
trials  on  these  comparatively  low-cost  drains  on  irrigated  soil  on  Western  farms 
and  ranches.    The  new  drains  worked  as  well  draining  excess  water  and  crop- 
damaging  salt  accumulations  from  irrigated  soil  as  they  did  on  wet  soil  in  the 
East. 

Similar  tests  were  conducted  in  California,  Colorado,  and  Nevada.    La.,  Fla. , 
and  S.C.  Ag.  Exp.  Stations  are  cooperating  with  ARS  in  further  studies.  The 
experimental  plastic  mole  linings  are  installed  in  one  continuous  operation  by  a 
special  device  pulled  by  a  crawler-type  tractor,  with  the  soil  itself  closing 
the  slit  made  in  installing  the  plastic  drain  in  the  soil. 

ANOTHER  NATRFD  COMMITTEE  ACTIVATED 

Bruce  Davie s,  KFAB,  Omaha,  has  asked  Tommy  Benton,  KMBC,  Kansas 
City,  Howard  Langfitt,  WLBT-TV,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Jack  Towers  of 
this  office  to  serve  with  him  on  NATRFD' s  Professional  Improvement 
Committee  for  i960  under  his  chairmanship.     Jack  wants  to  know  if  you 
have  any  suggestions. 

SECRETARY  ANNOUNCES  TRADE  PLAN  WIT  I"  ISRAEL 

Yesterday  Sec'y  Benson  announced  a  $30-2  million  agreement  with  Israel  under 
Public  Law  h80  for  financing  the  sale  of  about  6.7  million  bushels  of  wheat,  7^8 
million  bushels  of  feed  grains,  about  33  million  pounds  of  cottonseed  or  soybean 
oil,  6,000  bales  of  cotton,  265,000  pounds  of  tobacco.    This  brings  the  total 
value  of  agreements  under  the  program  with  Israel  to  $l6l  million.    The  Sec'y 
said  the  agreement  will  help  speed  Israel's  economic  development  because  80 
percent  of  the  currency  proceeds  will  be  used  for  development  purposes  through 
loans  and  grants. 
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MARYLAND  TOBACCO  GROWERS  REFERENDUM  SET 

On  groundhog  day,  Feb.  2,  growers  of  Maryland  tobacco  will  vote  on  marketing 
quotas  for  their  next  three  crops,    Acting  Secretary  True  Morse  proclaimed 
national  marketing  quotas  for  the  i960  crop  last  Monday  and.  announced,  the 
referendum  date.    This  type  tobacco  is  grown  chiefly  in  southern  Maryland,  with 
smaller  acreages  in  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Delaware.    For  most  farms, 
the  i960  allotments  are  the  same  as  in  1959- 

MOTII  IMPORTED  TO  CONTROL  AGGRESSIVE  WEED 

To  control  the  tansy  ragwort  weed  now  invading  coastal  sections  of 
California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  USDA  last  summer  released  larvae  of 
the  cinnabar  moth,  natural  enemy  of  this  weed  in  Europe  and  Great  Britain. 
If  this  insect  works  here  as  it  does  overseas,  it  will  come  out  next 
spring  at  the  time  the  tansy  ragworts  start  to  bud.     It  will  feed  on  this 
weed  and,  it  is  hoped,  offset  its  spread  in  competition  with  valuable 
range  grasses.    Tests  indicate  it  will  attack  no  other  plants.    The  weed 
is  poisonous  to  some  livestock,  particularly  horses. 

MAY  QUARANTINE  ILLINOIS  AGAIIIST  SOYBEAN  PEST 

Since  the  summer  of  1957 >  cooperative  Federal-State  survey  programs  have  been 
underway  to  find  any  infestations  of  the  soybean  cyst  nematode.    This  pest  can 
cause  destruction  of  a  crop  of  soybeans  once  it  gets  established.  Already 
infested,  localities  in  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia  are  under  quarantine.    Last  September  a  single  farm  in 
Pulaski  County,  111.,  was  found  infested.    To  regulate  that  infestation,  a 
quarantine  of  Illinois  has  been  proposed  and  the  Department  has  called  a  public 
hearing  at  the  State  Fair  Grounds  in  Springfield  Jan.  26  to  consider  a  quarantine 
to  restrict  shipments  that  might  carry  this  pest,  which  causes  the  "yellow  dwarf" 
disease  of  soybeans. 

SHIFTS  IN  S:HPMENIS  OF  FARM  PRODUCTS 

Today  marketing  channels  for  many  farm  products  are  more  direct  than 
before.    Fifty-five  railroads  now  offer  "piggyback"  service  for  hauling 
loaded  truck  trailers  on  trains.    More  grain  is  moving  to  market  from 
the  Midwest  by  truck,  barge,  and  Seaway,  bringing  about  a  dramatic  shift 
in  grain  transportation  patterns.    These  developments  are  discussed  in 
the  January  i960  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing"  for  release  this  next 
Sunday. 

This  interesting  new  issue  also  features  articles  about  the  prospect 
for  further  increases  in  marketing  costs  in  the  year  ahead;  about  the 
first  year  of  operation  under  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act;  and 
one  about  the  unique  opportunity  farm  market  researchers  have  to  learn 
more  about  efficient  marketing  of  farm  products. 

RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  MOVES  BEYOND  PILOT  STAGE 

Here  at  the  beginning  of  i960,  200  counties  in  30  States  are  known  to  be 
taking  part  in  the  Rural  Development  Program.    Other  States  are  making  plans  to 
get  programs  under  way.    Eleven  States  have  now  designated  multi-county  areas  to 
broaden  the  work  and  bring  in  more  resources  and  interests. 
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OF  MUCES  AND  MEN 

Ralph  Melon,  recently  of  KLIK,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. ,  has  become  Assistant 
Advertising  Director  for  Dannen  Mills,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
In  his  new  job,  he'll  still  do  some  broadcasting  as  well  as  promotional  work  and 
general  duties  in  the  advertising  department.    Paul  BoKeen  of  Flint  Hills  near 
Howard,  Kans.,  has  replaced  Ralph  at  KLIK.    Paul  is  a  recent  graduate  in  ag. 
journalism  at  Kansas  State  U.    Congratulations  to  both  you  fellows. 

On  Monday,  Howard  Keddie,  for  13  years  on  KFSD,  San  Diego,  with  the  same 
sponsor,  moved  with  that  sponsor  to  KGB,  San  Diego.    Good  luck,  Howard. 

Paul  Vogel,  WEW,  St.  Louis,  reports  a  successful  first  month  for  his  farm 
department  there.    They've  kept  on  top  of  the  live  farm  news  with  beeper  inter- 
views and  special  reports  from  Washington. 

Hex  Messersmith  (WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D. )  has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the 
NATRFD  committee  on  market  information  this  year,  we  hear  from  NATRFD  Pres. 
Wally  Erickson  (KFRE,  Fresno).    Last  year's  committee  was  instrumental  in  helping 
AMS  keep  its  market  news  offices  working  on  certain  federal  holidays  when  markets 
did  not  close. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  FEATURES  USDA  RESEARCH 

"Soil  Acidity  -  Science  Moves  to  Find  Some  Answers"  -  Howard 
Ilass,  ARS,  comments  from  Beltsville  about  new  experiments  to  find 
why  soil  acidity  lowers  crop  yields.    (1a6o)  TIME:  l:h6 

"Marketing  Research  III  -  Lights  of  '59"  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS, 
summarizes.     (1Q60)  T  IMS :    2 : 10 

"59  ~  A  Big  Year  for  Research  on  New  Uses  of  Farm  Products"  - 
Dr.  George  Irving,  Deputy  Adm'r  ARS,  tells  Layne  Leaty  of  the  top 
accomplishments.     (2Q60)  TIME:  k:06 

BROADCASTERS  TO  NET  THESE  STORIES 

"The  Farmer  and  Taxes"  -  An  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  representative  interprets 
some  of  the  main  points  in  the  'Farmers '  Tax  Guide ' ,  on  cooperating  stations  from 
coast  to  coast,  during  weekend  of  January  l6. 

"Cotton  Production-Mechanization  Conference"  -  The  highlights  of  the  Memphis 
meeting  are  presented  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.,  Jan.  16. 

"Ninth  Annual  h-II  Grain  Marketing  Clinic"  -  picked  up  by  the  American  Farmer 
program  over  ABC,  Saturday,  Jan.  16. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  at  12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Net. 

DRIPS  FROM  SNOWY  SLOPE  OF  MOUNT  HOOD 

In  his  seventieth  year  of  philosophically  observing  the  foibles 
and  peccadilloes  of  life  and  in  his  seventh  year  (after  "retirement") 
doing  farm  television  at  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  Ore.  (on  video  tape  now), 
and  in  his  fortieth  year  of  "pounding  out  dope,  yakking  and  providing 
other  yakkers"  is  Bill  Drips,  for  many  years  NBC's  agri.  dir.  lie 
doesn't  say  how  long  he's  been  chewing  cigars  but  it  would  be  some- 
thing over  forty  and  under  seventy,  we'd  guess.    Over  the  decades, 
former  farm  magazine  man  Bill  has  been  elder  statesman  and  enthus- 
iastic backer  of  NATRFD  and  farm  broadcasting  generally.    Says  he's 
looking  forward  to  seeing  lots  of  familiar  faces  when  the  Am.  Ass'n 
of  Ag.  Editors  meets  in  Oregon  next  summer. 


Sincerely, 

Layne  Beat y,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


January  15,  i960 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  907 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  strongly  endorsed  the  safe  use  of  carefully 
tested  chemicals  in  U.S.  food  production.    He  said  the  Department  intends  to 
continue  and  intensify  its  efforts  to  insure  consumers  getting  foods  they  need 
and  want,  and  to  see  that  those  foods  are  the  highest  quality  and  wholes omeness. 

He  pointed  out  that  consumers,  as  well  as  farmers  and  the  food  industry, 
have  a  vital  stake  in  the  safe  production  of  such  foods.    He  said,  however, 
that  we  can  not  produce  enough  such  safe  and  wholesome  foods  without  chemicals. 
USDA  continues  today,  and  for  many  years  past,  to  withhold  approval  of  the  use 
of  chemicals  that  do  not  meet  safety  requirements.    The  Secretary  declared 
that  the  Department  aims  in  every  way  possible  to  help  growers,  producers,  and 
distributors  produce  and  market  products  that  meet  all  the  requirements  of  law 
regarding  safety  and  wholesorieness. 

AH,  SOOOOOOEYi 

Various  Iowa  individuals  and  farm  organizations,  with  the  help 
of  USDA  and  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  are  donating  ko  "breeding  hogs,  and 
the  corn  to  feed  them,  to  typhoon- damaged  Yamanashi  prefecture  of 
Japan.    Under  its  charter  authority  for  market  development,  CCC 
will  provide  up  to  60,000  bu.  of  corn  to  feed  the  hogs  and  their 
offspring.    "Pigs  is  pigs"  and  the  offspring  are  expected  to 
increase  to  more  than  2,800  in  the  next  two  years.    After  a  ceremony 
in  Des  Moines  tomorrow,  the  hogs  leave  by  plane.    The  hulk  of  the 
corn  follows  by  boat.    This  joint  program  fits  in  our  plans  to  use 
food  for  peace,  and  to  share  with  neighbors  in  distress.    It's  a 
part  of  Pres.  Eisenhower 's  "People  to  People"  program. 

EURLEY  TOBACCO  QUOTA 

Today  USDA  announced  a  national  marketing  quota  of  k9k,9  million  pounds 
for  the  i960  crop  of  burley  tobacco.    In  acres,  they  will  make  310,275  acres 
available  for  allotment  for  this  year's  production.    For  most  farms,  the 
allotments  will  be  the  same  as  last  year. 

CATTLE  ON  FEED  AT  RECORD  HIGH 

At  noon  today,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimated  7,198,000 
head  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  for  market  in  26  feeding  States, 
the  first  of  this  year.    That's  9  percent  more  than  the  beginning 
of  last  year,  and  a  record  high.    Numbers  are  up  5  percent  in  the 
North  Central  States,  16  percent  in  the  Western  States.  An 
additional  366,000  head  were  on  feed  for  market  in  11  Southeastern 
States,  the  first  time  the  data  has  been  available  from  those 
Southeastern  States. 
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FARM  BROADCASTING  MY,  February  6 

The  fourth  annual  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  will  be  observed  this  year  on  Feb.  6, 
according  to  late  word  from  Robert  (Doc)  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ,  chairman 
of  FB  Day  arrangements  for  NATRFD. 

It's  a  day  for  recognition  by  the  public  of  the  services  performed  day  in  and 
day  out  by  the  farm  broadcasters  in  giving  the  public  information  they  need  to 
know  about  agriculture.    Some  of  this  is  glamorous  but  mostly  it  is  routine  up-to- 
the-minute  news  of  market  prices  and  conditions,  weather,  improved  operations 
methods  for  farmers  and  ranchers,  news  of  research,  regulations,  etc.,  the  sort  of 
things  farmers  and  ranchers  live  by.    Also  news  of  consumer  interest,  about 
agricultural  things. 

Whether  we  farm  or  not,  every  significant  agricultural  development  affects  us. 
Besides  that,  practically  everyone  has  some  sort  of  a  tie  with  farm  or  ranch 

life  as  active  operator,  absentee  owner  or  manager,  investor,  manufacturer  or 

seller  of  farm  equipment  and  supplies,  kinfolks,  or  just  plain  nostalgia. 

Doc  says  there  will  be  no  kit  of  suggested  scripts,  resolutions,  etc.,  this 
year.    As  usual,  however,  USDA's  Radio  and  Television  Service  will  have  available 
a  series  of  one-minute  statements,  by  Sec'y  Benson  and  up  to  a  dozen  other 
nationally  known  agricultural  leaders,  about  the  importance  of  farm  broadcasting. 
Send  us  a  blank  30-minute  reel  of  tape  in  good  condition  for  dubbing. 

SMALLEST  WORK  FORCE  MOST  EFFICIENT! 

USDA's  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimates  that  the  outpouring  of  food, 
fiber,  and  other  products  from  the  efforts  of  the  record  small  work 
force  on  farms  in  this  country  this  past  year,  represents  a  new  high 
in  farm  work  efficiency.    It  shows  continuing  progress  in  organizing 
and  using  the  methods  and  machines  of  modern  farming. 

Board  statisticians  figure  the  average  work  force  during  the 
year  was  about  J.k  million  workers,  2  percent  less  than  in  '58  and 
the  smallest  since  this  series  of  estimates  began  in  1910.    It  was 
little  more  than  half  the  peak  farm  work  force  in  19l6. 

These  specialists  report  this  reduction  in  farm  workers  brought 
no  slow-down  in  the  Nation's  farming.    Bigger  acreages  of  cotton  and 
corn  were  harvested  and  planted  than  the  year  before,  taking  more 
work  by  men  or  machines.    Acre  yields  for  most  crops  were  excellent, 
although  they  averaged  below  the  all-time  record  level  of  '58,  and 
the  total  crop  output  matched  the  '58  record. 

DAIRY  HERD  IMPROVEMENT  GOES  ELECTRONIC 

Beginning  in  April,  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Proved- Sire  records  of  every  sire 
that  can  be  proved  or  reproved  (using  all  usable  data  ever  reported)  will  be 
proved  or  reproved  each  quarter.    ARS  DHIA  specialists  say  the  new  system  will 
provide  the  most  complete  new  Proved  Sire  record  yet  devised.     It  makes  use  of 
the  largest  high-speed  electronic  data  processing  equipment  in  civilian  use  today 
and  will  help  develop  more  information  dairymen  can  use  to  further  improve  the 
milk  producing  efficiency  of  their  dairy  herds.    Converting  to  a  fully  automated 
tape  and  punch  card  system  takes  time,  but  ARS  expects  conversion  completed  by 
April. 

MEANWHILE  BACK  AT  THE  RANGE 

Howard  Keddie,  who  recently  moved  to  KGB,  San  Diego,  has  named  his 
new  show  "Home  on  the  Ranch"  at  6:30  a.m.  and  12:15  p.m.  daily.  It's 
sponsored  by  a  local  utility  company,  the  same  one  Howard  lias  had  for 
all  these  years. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

Robert  "Doc"  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  New  York,  has  gone  network.  His 
6-6:30  a.m.  farm  shov  has  "become  so  popular  that  it's  now  carried  to  two 
additional  N.Y.  stations,  WGGO,  Salamanca  and  WDOE,  Dunkirk,  on  what  Doc  calls 
"The  Farmers1  Network".    He  also  writes  farm  stuff  for  Buffalo  Courier-Express 

 Vera  Laustsen,  who  used  to  work  with  Don  Looper,  Fred  Phillips,  and  the 

late  Jerry  Seaman  in  the  Bert  Gittins  Agency,  helping  with  the  Nat'l  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  on  NBC,  took  over  as  gen'l  mgr.  of  the  "Dakota  Farmer"  at  Aberdeen, 

S.  D. ,  Jan.  1.  cHollis  Seavey  has  sold  WCUM,  Cumberland,  Md. ,  and  will 

move  his  family  back  to  Washington  within  a  week  or  so.    He  began  work  here 
last  Monday  with  Regional  Broadcasters,  a  new  group  composed  of  "regional" 
stations  (as  compared  with  "daytime"  stations,  and  "clear  channel"  stations).... 

 Jerry  Bretey,  Iowa  State,  moves  on  Feb.  1  from  the  farm  spot  at  KXEL, 

Waterloo,  over  to  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  to  make  the  third  farm  man  there  with  Bob 
Nance  and  Bill  Alford.    Old  maestro  Chuck  Worcester  heads  the  news  dep't  of  WMT. 
Bob  and  Bill  make  extensive  use  of  both  video  and  audio  tape,  as  well  as  film 
and  live  remotes.    There's  where  the  tall  corn  growvwws — . 

CAN  U.S.  POULTRY  EXPORTS  EXPAND? 

Our  Foreign  Agricultural  Servicers  judge  the  quality-price 
attractiveness  of  U.S.  meat-type  birds  makes  export  prospects  look 
favorable.    The  fast  developments  in  U.S.  foreign  trade  in  poultry 
and  egg  products  of  the  last  few  years  culminated  this  past  year 
in  an  upsurge  of  our  exports  of  frozen  chicken  and  turkey.  This, 
and  impressive  increases  in  exports  of  canned  poultry,  hatching 
eggs,  and  baby  chicks,  raises  the  question  how  much  further  we 
can  go. 

For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  while  in  '59  world  trade  in 
poultry  went  up  by  25$,  comparable  U.S.  exports  more  than  doubled. 
Total  value  in  '59:  $35  million  compared  with  $17  million  in  '58. 
FAS  folks  say  the  rate  of  increase  seems  likely  to  prove  more 
gradual  in  the  next  few  years  than  in  '59«    Other  countries  are 
getting  into  the  export  bird  business  and  competition  is  getting 
keener. 

They  expect  some  further  increase  in  our  chicken  exports  in 
'60,  although  they  say  our  exports  this  year  will  probably  not 
duplicate  the  sharp  increase  of  '59. 

USDA  EXTENDS  SURVEYS  TO  FAR  EAST 

A  team  of  seven  Federal-State  Co-op  Extension  workers  and  USDA  officials 
leaves  Jan.  29  to  survey  trade  developments  and  agricultural  market  needs  in 
Pakistan,  India,  Thailand,  Indonesia,  Australia,  the  Philippine  Republic,  Hong 
Kong,  and  Japan.    This  is  a  project  of  FAS  and  FES  similar  to  the  one  which 
went  to  Western  Europe  last  summer.    It's  part  of  USDA's  plan  to  help  U.S. 
maintain  and  expand  its  foreign  markets  for  farm  products.    The  team  returns 
March 

While  abroad  this  team  will  consult  with  business  and  educational  leaders 
and  government  officials  of  the  countries  visited.    They  will  discuss  ag. 
policies,  and  market  and  distribution  patterns,  as  well  as  harvesting,  packaging, 
and  marketing  methods  which  most  encourage  foreign  sales. 


FARM  QUESTION  OF  THE  WEEK 


Jack  Kroeck,  WDAF ,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  tells  us  he  and  Gary  Neilan  are  starting 
a  new  five- week  feature  on  their  morning  and  noon  farm  shows  beginning  Jan.  18. 
They  are  now  getting  farmer  opinions  on  5  major  agricultural  questions,  and  plan 
to  have  an  expression  from  a  farmer  east  of  KC  on  one  day,  a  farmer  west  the  next, 
one  north  the  next,  etc. 

They  are  building  up  5  weeks  of  programs  before  they  hit  the  air  with  the 
first  one,  then  after  the  first  five  weeks  they  expect  to  get  the  questions  from 
farmers  themselves.    The  same  question  will  be  discussed  all  week  by  a  farmer 
from  5  areas  150  miles  apart  each  day.    No  farmer  will  know  how  the  others  have 
answered.    Jack  says  this  plan  has  already  caused  some  nice  talk  among  farm  people 

THESE  RECORDINGS  READY  FOR  YOUR  TAPE 

"Booklet  Could  Save  Your  Life"  -  Layne  Beaty  offers  bulletin  on 
'Radio-active  Fallout  on  the  Farm'  -  (2Q10)  TIME:  1:50 

"Something  New  in  Dairy  Records  -  DHIR"  -  Jack  Towers  comments 
on  new  dairy  records  to  meet  needs  of  breed  associations  -  (3Q10) 

TIME:  1:20 

"The  Income  Tax  and  the  Farmer"  -  Internal  Revenue's  Herman 
Slaski  cites  important  points  in  'Farmers  Tax  Guide'  -  (^QIO) 

TIME:  2:5*1. 

"Record  Stocks  Dominate  Grain  Picture"  -  Chairman  S.  R.  (Bert) 
Newell,  of  Crop  Reporting  Board,  interprets  the  situation  presented 
in  the  January  Crop  Report  on  stocks  of  the  major  grains,  in  talk 
with  Jack  Towers  -  (5Q10)  TIME:  3:00 

MANY  STATION  AG  BROADCASTS  NEXT  WEEK 

Sat.  Jan.  23  weekend  on  "Agriculture  USA"  -  "A  Statement  on  Chemicals  and 
Foods"  by  Secretary  Benson. 

Sat.  Jan.  23  on  "The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour",  over  NBC  net,  will  feature 
"Highlights  of  the  National  Watershed  Congress"  and  "The  Results  of  the  National 
Western  Stock  Show" . 

Same  date,  "The  American  Farmer"  program  on  ABC  Net  will  feature  a  story  on 
"The  Farmer  and  the  Income  Tax" . 

At  12:05  EDT,  on  Mutual  Net,  as  uaual,  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report". 

WANTED:     NEW  DEVELOPMENTS 

Pictures,  that  is.    Many  of  the  photographs,  caricatures,  tintypes 
and  oil  paintings  of  you  fellows  which  have  been  brightening  up  our 
west  wall  all  these  years  are  due  for  retirement  because  of  the  ravages 
of  time,  dust  and  typewriter  heat.    Also,  some  are  just  plain  out  of 
date.     (You  look  too  young  in  them).    Send  us  some  more. 

What  fits  best  are  8  x  10"  horizontal  shots  of  you  in  action.  In 
addition  to  our  feeling  that  we're  being  watched  by  the  people  we  work 
for,  the  hordes  of  people  who  come  in  (and  we're  outranked  only  by  the 
Chicago  airport)  always  stop  to  admire  the  galaxy.    Be  sociable. 


Sincerely, 


/1  GLey. 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  C:  Television  Service 
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January  22,  i960 
Letter  No.  903 


Secretary  Benson  has  called  a  meeting  here  January  29  on  Federal  lamb 
grading.    He  invited  interested  industry  groups,  the  four  leading  national 
farm  organizations  and  two  national  consumer- interest  organizations  to  send 
representatives  to  that  meeting.    Ke  expresses  himself  deeply  concerned  over 
the  vide  difference  of  opinion  on  grading  lamb.    He  hopes  producers,  processors, 
distributors,  and  consumer  groups  can  agree  on  lamb  grading  standards. 

CONFERENCE  HERB  ON  GRAIN  STORAGE  COSTS 

Today  and  yesterday  representatives  of  the  commercial  grain 
storage  industry  met  here  in  Washington  with  Department  officials 
for  one  of  a  series  of  conferences  looking  toward  renegotiation 
of  the  Grain  Storage  Agreement.    They  had  before  them  the  prelim- 
inary results  of  the  most  comprehensive  storage  cost  survey  ever 
undertaken  by  the  Department,  which  were  summarized  in  the  release 
which  went  out  to  you  this  week. 

That  survey  showed  a  wide  range  of  costs  for  different  groups 
of  warehouses.    The  overall  average  for  direct  operating  costs  was 
about  9  and  one-half  cents  a  bushel.    It  was  made  clear  that  in 
addition  to  these  costs,  there  are  indirect  expenses,  such  as 
those  involved  in  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  grain, 
shrinkage,  and  returns  on  capital  investment.    These  indirect 
expenses  also  have  to  be  considered  in  the  complicated  business 
of  arriving  at  rates  fair  to  both  warehousemen  and  the  government. 

In  the  survey  a  detailed  check  was  made  in  U-32  county  and 
terminal  warehouses.    The  results  are  also  being  extended  to 
reflect  all  available  commercial  grain  storage  space  in  the  9>6lO 
commercial  houses  which  were  furnishing  full  storage  services  at 
the  time  of  the  survey. 

EMERGENCY  HELP  PROVIDED  FOR  FARMERS 


Because  of  heavy  losses  and  damage  to  crops  by  drought  last  season,  farmers 
in  20  counties  in  North  Dakota  have  been  made  eligible  for  emergency  loans  by 
FHA.    Today  that  number  was  raised  to  22  when  two  more  counties  were  added  to 
the  Emergency  Loan  Area. 

FHA  has  just  completed  an  extensive  field  study  of  the  credit  needs  of 
Wisconsin  cranberry  growers,  and  USDA  has  authorized  FHA,  on  the  basis  of  that 
survey,  to  make  emergency  loans  to  eligible  cranberry  growers  in  Wisconsin  thru 
June  30,  i960. 

USDA  has  also  announced  offers  to  buy  1,195,700  pounds  of  frozen  ready-to- 
cook  poultry  treated  with  diethylstilbestrol,  in  accordance  with  the  buying 
program  announced  last  Dec.  11. 
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WATER:  KEY  TO  YOUR  SURVIVAL 

As  you  will  notice  from  the  enclosed  folder,  March  20-26  will  he  National 
Wildlife  Week.    It  is  sponsored  hy  the  National  Wildlife  Federation  and  its 
State  affiliates,  but  it  aims  to  focus  attention  on  the  broad  questions  of 
conservation;  with  protection  of  our  water  supplies  featured  as  the  goal  for 
this  year.    Notice  particularly  the  five  courses  of  action  suggested  and  the 
various  civic  organizations  which  may  be  involved  in  your  community.  This 
looks  like  a  week  made  to  order  for  farm  programming. 

GRAIN  ADVISORS  WANT  3-D  RESEARCH 

The  Grain  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  met 
here  last  week,  will  shortly  make  its  detailed  recommendations  for 
an  all-round  program  of  research  in  depth;  including  both  applied 
and  basic  investigations  in  production,  use,  and  marketing. 

Committee  members  stressed  the  development  of  grain  crops 
better  able  to  resist  diseases  and  insects.    Search  for  more 
knowledge  about  how  rust  diseases  start,  spread,  and  develop. 
Better  understanding  of  the  principles  of  soil  and  water  manage- 
ment.   Fundamental  studies  of  the  properties  of  cereal  grains, 
which  may  lead  to  new  uses.    The  Committee  saw  an  especially  good 
prospect  of  new  industrial  uses  for  high  amylose  corn  starch. 

GEORGIA  ACHIEVES  BRUCELLOSIS  CERTIFICATION 

The  Department  announced  yesterday  that  just  as  the  old  year  went  out 
Georgia  completed  testing  her  cattle  and  became  the  2Uth  State  to  qualify  as  a 
modified- certified  Brucellosis  area.    She  thus  became  the  9th  State  to  so  qualify 
in  1959  instead  of  the  first  in  I960,    That  status  indicates  that  not  more  than 
1  percent  of  her  cattle  are  infected  with  that  costly  disease  and  not  more  than 
5  percent  of  her  herds.    A  number  of  other  States  engaged  in  the  nationwide 
campaign  to  eradicate  BC  are  expected  to  qualify  in  i960. 

FARM  BROADCASTING  DAY  TAPE  WINDING 

The  reel  of  tape  with  one-minute  statements  by  national  leaders 
in  agriculture,  government  and  broadcasting  is  in  the  works.  Send 
in  a  30-min.  reel  of  tape  in  good  condition  and  we'll  send  it  back 
during  the  week  prior  to  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  February  6. 

Meanwhile,  you  may  be  able  to  stimulate  local  activity.  Leaders 
in  some  of  the  trade  associations  are  sending  letters  to  their 
members  throughout  the  country  suggesting  local  participation. 

RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  PLANTS  REALLY  DEVELOP 

AMS  Deputy  Acini' r  Nathan  Koffsky  says  the  common  misconception  that  industries 
have  an  unfavorable  impact  on  rural  areas  is  not  borne  out  by  AMS  and  Experiment 
Station  research.    He  finds  that  almost  all  rural  people  working  in  new  plants 
and  most  other  residents  agree  that  industry  has  benefitted  their  community. 

In  five  States,  La.,  Miss.,  Iowa,  Utah,  and  Ohio,  their  studies  have  turned 
up  some  significant  findings.    Rural  people  who  get  jobs  in  new  factories  moving 
into  their  area  are  much  younger  than  average  residents  of  employable  age. 
The  living  standard  of  those  who  find  jobs  in  the  new  plants  has  gone  up  faster 
than  that  of  other  residents.    Incomes  of  plant  workers  equal,  and  in  many 
cases  exceed,  incomes  of  average  families  in  the  same  community. 

Nate  says  they  found  plant  workers  to  be  among  the  leaders  in  rural 
community  organizations. 
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FEWER  CROP  INSECTS  IN  WINTER  QUARTERS 


Of  course,  weather  and  other  conditions  on  range  and  crop  lands  next  Spring 
can  change  insect  pest  damage  prospects  profoundly.    As  of  late  summer  and  fall, 
however,  Federal-State  surveyors  estimate  smaller  populations  of  "both  grass- 
hoppers and  corn  "borers,  compared  with  last  year.    Surveys  in  the  Spring  will 
pinpoint  the  spots  most  likely  to  need  control  in  the  season  ahead.  Prospects 
as  of  now  are  included  in  the  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Survey  Report  issued 
Jan.  15. 

DAVTES  TO  GET  BRAZIL  OH  TAPE  (OR  VICE  VERSA) 

Bruce  Davie s,KFAB,  Omaha,  one  of  the  winners  of  last  year's 
Eggtober  promotion  award  trips  to  Brazil,  is  there  by  now,  if 
his  plans  held  good.    Bruce  planned  to  tape  record  some  Brazilian 
farming  in  the  Santos-Sao  Paulo  areas. 

CITY'S  STAKE  IN  FARMING  ON  INCREASE 

Farming  is  more  important  to  this  country  now  than  ever  before.  That's 
what  ACP  Service  Adm'r  Paul  Koger  said  in  his  talk  to  the  Mid-South  Farm  Equip- 
ment Dealers  Association  meeting  in  Memphis  Monday.    Agriculture,  he  declared, 
is  a  ^O-billion- dollar  a  year  customer  for  industry,  labor,  and  finance.  Nearly 
2k  billion  of  that  goes  for  production  expenses.    He  estimated  300,000  tractor 
replacements  will  be  needed  in  i960,  besides  a  substantial  amount  of  other  farm 
machinery. 

Adm'r  Koger  pointed  out  that  though  our  farm  population  has  declined  nearly 
10  million  in  a  generation,  our  farm  plant  —  the  producing  land  —  is  just  as 
large  as  ever  —  and  its  productive  capacities  have  not  dwindled.    Yields  per 
acre,  and  total  production,  have  increased  dramatically.    We  have  fewer  farms, 
but  the  farms  are  bigger  and  more  efficient. 

As  he  explained,  actually  what  is  taking  place  is  that  agriculture  is  very 
definitely  becoming  agri-business.    That  part  of  agriculture  is  moving  to  town 
and  is  taking  the  people  and  the  jobs,  but  not  the  land,  along  with  it.  This 
kind  of  movement  of  farmers  off  the  farm  automatically  increases  the  city  man's 
stake  in  farming.    It  makes  him  increasingly  dependent  on  agriculture  not  just 
for  food  and  fiber  —  as  in  the  past  —  but  also  for  his  job. 

GROWERS  PLAN  HEAVILY  ON  TURKEYS 

Turkey  growers  intend  to  produce  6  percent  more  turkeys  in  i960 
than  last  year.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  announces  that  growers  plan 
an  increase  of  12  percent  for  heavy  breeds,  with  21  percent  increase 
in  heavy  whites  and  8  percent  increase  in  other  heavy  breeds.  They 
intend  to  raise  18  percent  fewer  turkeys  of  the  light  breeds.  If 
they  carry  out  their  intentions,  they'll  raise  87  million  turkeys 
compared  with  82  million  last  year.    All  regions  plan  increases 
except  the  Atlantic  areas  north  and  south. 

BOY  SCOUTS  CITED  FOR  OUTDOOR  MANNERS 

February  9>  Secretary  Benson  will  present  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  with  a 
special  "Conservation  Citizenship  Award".    Dr.  Arthur  Schuck,  Chief  Scout 
Executive  will  receive  the  award  on  behalf  of  the  Scouts,  fifty  of  whom  will 
attend  the  ceremonies  here  in  the  Department  auditorium.    In  honoring  the  scouts, 
USDA  will  cite  them  for  helping  their  fellow-Americans  know,  appreciate,  and 
practice  one  of  the  prime  essentials  of  good  citizenship  —  the  wise  use, 
protection,  and  improvement  of  our  God-given  heritage  of  soil,  water,  forests, 
grasslands  and  wildlife.     (The  names  and  hometowns  of  participating  scouts  are 
listed  on  enclosed  circular. ) 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

Bill  Hoover,  Ed.  of  the  Texas  Farm  Bur.  Fed's,  monthly  "Texas  Agriculture" 
reports  that  folks  still  like  "old  time"  programs.    Recently  Lruce  Frazier,  KB ST, 
Big  Spring,  read  the  humorous  poem  "My  Get  Up  and  Go  Has  Got  Up  and  Went"  on 
"Farm  Bureau  Roundup"  over  their  statewide  network.    He  got  so  many  requests  for 

copies  (110)  he  had  to  yell  for  help  Wallace  Kadderly,  back  home  in 

Portland,  Ore.,  from  his  ICA  assignment  in  Japan,  writes  that  more  recently  he 
and  Mrs.  K  have  visited  relatives  in  southern  Calif,  plus  NATRFD  prexy  Wally 
Erickson  and  his  assoc.  Fred  Milnes  at  KFRE,  Fresno,  and  Henry  Schacht  at  KGO, 
San  Francisco.    Says  Fred  will  lead  a  group  of  San  Joaquin  Valley  farmers  on  a 
trip  to  the  Orient  in  March  and  April.    Wallace  says  he'll  attend  the  spring 
meeting  of  NATRFD  in  Fresno.    He's  a  past  pres.  of  NATRFD  (19^9  while  RFD  at 

KGW,  Portland)  Responding  to  our  call  for  new  pictures,  George 

Shannon  sends  a  couple  of  him  showing  off  Louisiana  strawberries  to  the  WWL-TV, 
New  Orleans,  audience.  George  is  back  in  harness  at  WWL  now  after  a  four-month 
fling  in  state  politics.    Welcome  home,  son. 

FOR  THE  TAPE  WORMS 

"U.S.  Food  -  Best  in  the  World"  -  Sec'y  Benson  comments  on  how 
chemicals  keep  us  well  fed.  -  (6Q10)( Order  by  number)     TIME:  2:17 

"Schools  -  A  Big  Food  Market"  -  Pete  Keay,  AMS,  summarizes  a 
new  study  on  how  much  milk,  meat,  cereals,  fruits  and  vegetables 
the  schools  take.  -  (7Q10)  TIME:  1:30 

"DHTR  -  Something  New  in  Dairy  Records"  -  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick, 
ARS,  explains  to  Jack  Towers,  R£TV,  the  new  dairy  production  record 
system  which  meets  the  special  needs  of  owners  of  registered  dairy 
herds.  -  (8Q10)  TIME:  3:28 

THESE  ARE  GOING  INTO  THE  NETS 

On  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.  January  30;  "Highlights 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  National  Cattlemen's  Association." 

On  Agriculture  USA  over  iri.de  mesh  net,  weekend  of  Sat.  January  30:  "The 
New  Energy- Saving  Kitchen"  developed  at  Beltsville. 

On  the  American  Farmer  program,  over  ABC,  Sat.  January  30:  "Japanese  Food 
from  American  Soybeans"  -  Dr.  W.  D.  Maclay,  Ass't  Adm'r  ARS,  tells  of  aims  of 
new  research. 

On  the  Mutual  Net,  at  12:05  EDT:     "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report." 

TV  FEATURES  FOR  CONSUMERS 

Edith  Swing  says  the  February  packet  will  include  four  short 
features  illustrated  with  still  photos  and  be  mailed  about  26th  of 
January:    (l)  Plentiful  Foods  for  February;  (2)  Indians  Learn 
about  U.S.  Foods  at  the  New  Delhi  Fair;  (3)  Convenient  Cabinets  in 
the  Kitchen;  (k)  Spring  is  Maple  Syrup  Time. 


Sincerely, 


Layne/ Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


January  29 ,  i960 
Letter  No.  909 


The  President  of  the  United  States  is  expected  to  send  greetings  to  the 
president  of  the  Nat'l  Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  on 
the  occasion  of  the  fourth  annual, Farm  Broadcasting  Day.  As  we  go  to  press, 
unfortunately,  no  copy  of  the  text  of  the  anticipated  telegram  is  available. 

CORE  DEVELOPED  FOR  AG.  RESEARCH 

The  February  "Agricultural  Research"  out  today  features  the 
completion  of  the  most  intensive  appraisal  ever  made  of  Federal- 
State  agricultural  research.    The  appraisal  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Research  Evaluation.    You  will  hear  much  of  it,  as 
the  CORE  Report.    In  fact,  the  Committee  was  set  up  by  USDA  and 
cooperating  state  agricultural  and  forestry  experiment  stations 
to  take  a  long  look  at  how  far  we've  come  in  our  research,  where 
we  stand  now,  and  where  we 're  headed. 

The  Committee  has  coordinated  objectives  which  provide  a 
real  core  of  future  developments.    It  has  listed  16  general 
objectives,  reviewed  present  work,  and  suggested  changes  to 
reach  goals. 

SWEEPING  MODERNIZATION  URGED  FOR  COTTON  AND  WOOL 

U.S.  cotton  and  wool  industries  are  constantly  adopting  new  machinery  and 
new  methods.    But  an  article  in  USDA's  "Agricultural  Marketing"  out  Monday 
says  the  improvements  aren't  coming  fast  enough.    The  marketing  specialists 
find  that  the  prospective  demand  for  textiles  is  big  enough  to  maintain  or 
expand  consumption  of  our  cotton  and  wool  if  all  potential  market  outlets  are 
fully  exploited.    They  say  U.S.  cotton  and  wool  can  compete  successfully  with 
other  fibers  if  adequate  supplies  of  suitable  qualities  are  made  available  at 
attractive  prices. 

To  accomplish  this,  however,  they  stress  that  sweeping  modernization  of 
marketing  is  needed.    They  say  better  marketing  of  cotton  should  begin  with 
ginning  and  wool  changes  should  start  with  better  preparation  of  wool  for 
manufacturing.    Both  need  improved  packaging  and  better  handling.    Both  cotton 
and  wool  need  better  classification  and  market  information  services. 

CATTLE  FEEDING  TRENDS  WORTH  WATCHIEG 

USDA  Ext.  livestock  specialists  see  an  interesting  ten  years 
ahead  in  the  cattle  feeding  business.    The  trend  toward  decentraliza- 
tion continues.    They  see  changes  toward  larger  and  more  specialized 
feeding  units  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    They  predict  a  speed  up 
of  finishing  more  southern  cattle  in  the  South,  more  efficient 
preparation,  handling  and  use  of  roughages,  etc. 
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CHANGE  IMPENDS  IN  EGG  MARKETING  REPORTS 

Because  there  is  not  now  enough  pricing  of  eggs  at  the  farm  level,  AMS's 
Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News  Service  is  thinking  of  discontinuing  its  "at 
farm"  egg  price  reporting.    Its  men  are  now  making  surveys  in  Georgia  and  Ohio 
to  check  on  the  need  for  this  service.    They  also  have  under  consideration 
improvements  in  reporting  the  volume  of  eggs  moving  into  retail  channels. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Service  is  reporting  52  different  series  of  egg 
prices,  at  seven  different  trading  levels,  in  31  different  markets  and  marketing 
areas.    For  further  details  see  AMS  "Agricultural  Marketing"  released  Feb.  1. 

FRUIT  SITUATION  AS  REPORTED  YESTERDAY 

In  its  quarterly  report  on  the  fruit  situation.    AMS  indicates 
supplies  of  fresh  apples,  pears,  grapefruit  and  tangerines  left  for 
marketing  this  first  half  of  i960  are  moderately  to  considerably 
smaller  than  a  year  ago.    Remaining  supplies  of  winter  oranges, 
leaving  out  California  Valencias,  are  not  much  different  from  this 
time  last  year.    But  supplies  of  fresh  grapes,  lemons  and  most 
processed  fruits  are  larger. 

Consumer  demand  continues  strong  and  export  prospects  better 
than  a  year  ago.    Demand  for  citrus  for  processing  will  run 
seasonally  heavy  this  winter  and  spring.    AMS  reports  the  Fruit 
Situation  four  times  a  year,  in  Jan.,  June,  Aug.,  and  Oct.  Next 
report  June  23,  i960. 

RECORD  SUPPLIES  OF  FATS  AND  OILS 

Today  AMS  economists  reported  record  supplies  of  U,S.  food  fats  and  oils  for 
the  marketing  year  that  began  last  Oct.  1.    They  figure  a  record  lk.3  billion 
pounds  compared  with  13.6  billion  during  the  past  year.    We'll  use  more  of  these 
products  in  this  country  and  ship  more  abroad  and  probably  reduce  carryover 
stocks  a  little  by  next  October. 

They  say  heavy  exports  of  edible  oils,  lard,  and  soybeans  are  being 
encouraged  by  low  U.S.  prices  and  smaller  supplies  from  outside  this  country, 
compared  with  last  year.    The  U.S.  is  the  only  major  producer  of  edible  oils 
with  more  for  export  this  year  than  last.    Smaller  supplies  of  peanut  oil  from 
Africa  have  boosted  prices  in  Europe  and  improved  U.S.'s  competitive  position. 
Also  typhoon  damage  in  the  Philippines  reduced  their  exports  of  coconut  oil  to 
Europe. 

WASHINGTON  CRANBERRY  GROWERS  ELIGIBLE  FOR  LOANS 

Farmers  Home  Admin,  has  just  completed  an  extensive  field 
survey  of  the  credit  needs  of  cranberry  growers  in  the  State  of 
Washington.    With  all  the  facts  in  hand,  USDA  has  found  need  for 
emergency  credit  and  has  authorized  FHA  to  make  emergency  loans 
to  eligible  cranberry  growers  there. 

LAST  CALL  FOR  FB  DAY  TAPES 

Next  Sat.  Feb.  6  is  the  fourth  annual  Farm  Broadcasting  Day.    There  is 
still  time  to  fill  a  few  more  orders  for  our  series  of  recorded  one-min.  state- 
ments by  Sec'y  Benson,  presidents  of  national  farm  organizations,  presidents  of 
broadcasting  networks,  the  NAB,  FFA,  NATRFD  and  1+-H  nat'l  leaders,  Senate  and 
House  Ag.  Com.  Chm. ,  dir.  gen'l  of  FAO.    Let  us  know  if  you  want  them,  and  send 
blank  tape  P-D-Q. 
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GLOBAL  BEES  TO  SPREAD  SEED  GROWING 

USDA  and  cooperating  State  scientists,  in  Utah,  Calif.,  Ore.,  Idaho,  Wash., 
and  Wyo.  are  developing  a  way  to  ship  alfalfa- pollinating  alkali  "bees  throughout 
the  world  in  plastic  tubes.    Alkali  "bees,  now  living  only  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  have  proved  much  more  efficient  alfalfa  pollinators  than  honey  bees. 
The  scientists  think  it  likely  they  can  establish  our  alkali  bees  in  climates 
similar  to  our  West  in  other  parts  of  the  world.    If  so,  they  may  help  open  up 
new  alfalfa  seed-producing  areas  needed  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

MICH.  STATE  EXT  TO  TV-TAPE  SPRING  GARDENS 

Robert  P.  (Bob)  Worrall,  WKAR,  East  Lansing,  reports  that,  come 
Spring,  Extension  specialists  of  Mich.  State  U.  will  video  tape  a 
weekly  30-min.  lawn  and  garden  series  for  Michigan  TV  stations.  He 
hopes  plans  may  include  re-recording  to  kinescope  for  other  stations 
not  yet  equipped  to  use  video  tape.    More  on  that  later. 

RESEARCHERS  WIDEN  U.S.  SOYBEAN  MARKET  PROSPECTS 

With  the  help  of  Japanese  scientists,  USDA  Northern  Lab.  researchers  have 
developed  ways  of  adapting  U.S.  soybeans  to  the  making  of  the  staple  Japanese 
foods,  miso  and  tofu.    Sec'y  Benson  says  this  development  could  open  a  larger 
share  of  Japan's  expanding  market  for  U.S.  soybeans.    Miso  (MEE-SO)  and  tofu 
(TOE-FOO)  are  said  to  account  for  about  half  the  soybeans  used  in  Japan;  and  that 
country  expects  to  up  its  use  of  soybeans  about  ho  percent  in  the  next  ten  years. 

WHAT'S  BEHIND  A  RADIO  STATION  STICKER? 

Dewey  Rounds,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kans.,  assures  us  there's  more 
behind  the  little  30th  anniversary  sticker,  with  which  KGNO  is 
decorating  its  mail,  than  meets  the  eye.    In  the  farm  department,  he 
says,  he  and  Wallace  White  spend  all  day  (starting  at  5  a..m.  and 
often  ending  after  midnight)  serving  up  all  aspects  of  agriculture. 
Serving  Southwest  Kansas,  parts  of  the  Okla.  Panhandle,  and  some  of 
Southeast  Colo.,  this  5  kw  station  is  proud  of  its  three  full-time 
departments  -  farm,  news  and  sports. 

USDA  DEVISES  MEAT  TENDERNESS  TESTER 

ARS  technologists  have  developed  a  hydraulic  press  that  quickly  and 
accurately  measures  the  tenderness  of  either  raw  or  cooked  meat.    Readings  on 
the  pressure  gauge  show  the  toughness  or  tenderness  of  the  meat  in  pounds  per 
square  inch  of  the  sample.    The  developers  suggest  that  with  such  readings  meat 
could  be  sold  not  only  with  a  carcass  grade  but  also  with  a  tenderness  index. 
Packers  and  retailers  could  use  the  new  press  to  assure  housewives  that  they 
handle  only  tender  beef.    It  could  also  be  used  to  check  tenderness  before  and 
after  using  tenderizers. 

WBBM  SPLITS  RADIO-TV  STAFFS 

WBBM,  Chicago,  last  week  announced  a  separation  of  its  radio  and 
television  staffs.    George  Menard,  who  has  been  both  radio  and  TV 
farm  man  for  some  years  now  becomes  strictly  radio.    Julian  Bentley, 
long-time  news  man,  takes  over  the  TV  farm  show  at  6:15  a.m. 
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REA'S  SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  MAY  11 

Already  rural  electric  systems  throughout  the  U.S.  are  making  plans  for 
special  local  celebrations  of  REA's  25th  anniversary,  May  11.    If  you  make  ad- 
vance contact,  you  may  develop  some  interesting  radio  or  TV  features  with  REA 
financed  power  suppliers  in  your  area.    REA  is  preparing  a  movie  telling  "The  REA 
Story1;  for  early  May  release.    There's  also  a  historical  "booklet,  "Rural  Lines  -- 
USA"  for  early  publication.    This  is  simply  an  alert.    More  news  later. 

In  its  TV  Package  this  week  RCJTV  features  REA's  10-years  of  progress  in  its 
rural  telephone  program.    In  about  3  min.  30  sec.  with  11  still  photos  comparing 
old  equipment  with  the  new,  USDA  tells  the  story  

A  short  public  service  film  by  ARS,  now  ready,  shows  "Modern  Maple  Sugar 
Methods" .    Sound- on  film  TIME:  1:20 

SHOPPER'S  SAFEGUARD  -  POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Last  week  USDA  mailed  a  new  five  minute  film  to  about  165  TV 
stations.    That  film  showed  the  "behind  the  inspection  mark"  activity, 
which  assures  the  consumer  that  all  inspected  poultry  is  wholesome, 
clean,  and  safe  to  eat.    Viewers  see  inspectors  at  work  from  the  time 
poultry  arrives  at  the  plant  until  the  processed  poultry  has  had  its 
final  wash.    The  film  opens  and  closes  with  a  lady  shopper  at  the 
supermarket . 

FARM  BROADCASTING  DAY  IN  THE  NETS 

A  special  celebration  of  "Farm  Broadcasting  Day"  will  feature  "The  American 
Farmer"  program  over  the  ABC  network,  Sat.  February  6. 

"Farm  Broadcasting  Day"  will  get  attention  on  the  stations  broadcasting 
"Agriculture  USA".    Those  stations  will  also  include  an  advance  bow  to  Lincoln's 
birthday  in  which  Alfred  Stefferud  and  Jack  Towers  of  USDA  01  will  take  a 
documented  look-back  at  100  years  of  agriculture  and  the  "Problems  Faced  by 
Farmers  in  Abe  Lincoln's  Time" . 

"The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  over  NBC  network  Sat.  February  6  will 
celebrate  "Farm  Broadcasting  Day"  plus  giving  the  highlights  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  "National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts"  at  Louisville. 

Other  news,  as  well  as  FBD,  will  get  into  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  at 
12:05  EDT  on  Mutual  Net. 

SEND  TAPE  FOR  THESE  RECORDINGS 

"Farmer  and  the  Weatherman"  -  George  Loesing  talks  with  Harry 
Swift  of  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  about  the  special  weather  forecasts 
and  other  services  for  farmers  -  (Order  No.  2A10)  TIME:  5:27 

"Tailoring  U.S.  Soybeans  for  Japanese  Foods"  -  Jack  Towers 
talks  with  Dr.  W.  D.  Maclay,  Ass't  Adm'r  Ag.  Research  Service,  about 
research  at  USDA's  Northern  Use  Research  Lab.  at  Peoria,  to  make  U.S. 
soybeans  suitable  for  Japanese  food  uses.  -  (Order  No.  10Q10) 

TIME:  3:50 

"Cutting  Cornfield  Erosion  with  Hay  Planting"  -  Beltsville 
Howard  Hass,  ARS,  comments  on  plan  for  interplanting  wide- spaced 
corn  rows  with  hay  crop  to  cut  water  runoff  and  soil  loss. 

(Order  No.  9Q10)  TIME:  1:3^ 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  8s  Television  Service 


